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Mcahe Curin
leachers Come in All Sizes
by Seeve Hyaht

Almost every adult can remember back o his
chibdbood smd recall a teacher whe changed his or
her life forever. As Jewish adubis, hopefully we
also can paind by semeons who impacted on s
Jewishlv. Bu it = a truby humbling expenence far
an adult to realize thal a imporant spirit]
lesson can be taught by two six-year-olds who
stand Just over four and a hall tee wll.

Likg masy lawe boomers, ©am niot @ master of
reading Hebrow: | cun, as teey say, get by, but the
oy way o gain real proficiency is through
practce. And therem hes the rub, 1 am fine when
Il inmiss Wy e weekiday pryer services, because
with the excepbon of hobdys, the text of the
weckday mording, sflemoon amd evening

Amisa " prayer dovsn’t change much from day

B iy, Ower bme, the repetition of each service
cnables me 10 become more confident and
competent with the Hebrew wonls and one day
ol ane stunned b see vou cin keep up with te
experienced readors.
But the Shabbat moming sorvice is mare
Vhemging. First, you omly &y 1 once o week.
Second, the prayers are much lomper. 5o, unless
v aclually practice resding the Shabbat
moming praners, you don’t develop the same
proficiency as you do with the weekday pavers

Thus, over the years | hove found meyself
neiding many of the Shabhat prayvers in English
T be honest, | wasn™t completely comfonnbls
with this situstson. But | didn™ have the push io
do anytheng about 0. That 1=, until ane Shabbat
moring when Chass Cumin, ane of the six-year-
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old miplets of e Lubavacher Rebbe's emissaries
in Rena, Mevada, asked me o show her where we
were in the praver book.

I showed Chana that we were on page 159
She looked #t me and meocently asked, “Why are
voal pointing o the English wonds.” 1 habbled
woene incoherent explaination and Chana, stisfied,
scummied away, But | couldn't aet her question out
of my mind. Here was a small child, standing in
front of me, ?J.\LII'II_L fisd &0 bonsd and sincers
question. “Why ™ | asked mysell. “Because this
wity is easy amd requires bes effon,” | answered
mysetl. Echoing the words of numerous Chabad
Rabhia 1"ve met over the years, 1 asked myself,

Bince when is the easy way the right way ™

Just as | was contemplatmg s perplexing
dilemma | heard 2 small deep, thrated voice off
w my lefi. The wvoice was skowly and
methodically soundisg o the Hebrew words 1o
the pruyers | was supposed 1o be reading. The
VOlce was eTuncinting every lemer, every syllable
with great care and clarity. As [ leoked up from
my priyer book, Chana'’s sis-year-old brother
Moshe was standing proudly nexi o his faher
Rabbi Merdel Cumin, reading the last lne of cach
of the Psalms in the fisst pan of the Shabbat
service, Without a momemt’s hesiaton, self.
consciousness of inhibition, Moske proudly
soumded out the words for all to lear. As be came
ta the conilusion of each ling, be anplsized the
last weoed of cach semence with pusto and nn arm
pamnp that would make golfer Tiger Woods proud

As the wecks wenl on Moshe gained
confidence and his speed sotesihly meremed. He
ohwiously spent time with his her prcticing,
gining greater skill amd B ey along the
way, Une Satundy moming as my dad asd |
stroflend alleng the tao mile walk 1o s my mind
wandersd away and | starved to thmk about
Moshe and his passion for praying. [ coukin't help
bt wonder why | was so reluciand w lollow
Mushe's exnmple and stan reading e prayers in
Hebrew for Shablban as well

Truthfully, other than admditing | was a lintle
lry, | couldn't come up with & good answer. %o

s wie passed the halfeay point of our jowmey, |
temed w0 my dod ard wld him thar begmning
toclay | weas goimg o be jost like Moshe and stan
reacing mathing bt the Hebrew wonds,

Whin the service Began | found myself fallng
behind almost mmmedintedy. The old fiear of being
lefi behmd began 0 creep into my brakn, 1 was
about o siort reading the English text when 1
heard that distinctive deep, thrsty melodious
viice drift into my ears. Like a powerful
energlemy force, Moshe's rendition of the Hebrew
1ext pulled me back to my pledge and | began w
recile the Hebrew. In onder 1o keep up 1 staned
reading as much of the beginning of cach
paragraph 35 1 could until | heard Moshe stan
reading the Insi line of the paragraph. 1°d jansp 1o
the [ast line as well and we'd finish fogether. 1
waould quickly go o the next line s read as fast
a1 il This “compaitioon™ etesen Sy 52-
year-ohd aind the feyear-odd was oll in my mind bt
it compelled me 1o pesh mysell bevond my
perceived limtations. When Moshe staned the
lsst Binee 1'dl drop dovwn 1o goin him, In this way |
woilhid Koop up with the service and read s ﬂ'l-;\:h
Hebrew as possible.

Cheer the lost month my spesd has improved
dram sitically. In most cases | am almaost dose with
cach paragraph when Moshe begins his recitation.
Wi now firesh each pamgmaph ot ahour the zame
time and | mentally share his o pamp o
emphasies the last word. But 1 have wo sdmic tha
while my S{&‘d and pmﬁl.'il.‘ﬁ.'}' have mpray om0
has Moshe's. ['ve acoeptedd the fact dat it anll
only be a matter of time before | am smaiggling o
keep up wath him as he zips throwgh the Hebeow.
But 1o tell you the tnath, that's okay with me. Mo
one over said the siodent had 1o be bener or fasser
than the feacher. Moshe may soon sarpass me in
skill, speed, and proficiency but all i= ot Lozt am
glill faster than his younger brother Dovid who, &s
| wesme this, 15 S-remths-odd. [ Figure if | praciice
and stay committed, | will have & pood four years
o et roady for miy new eacher 3

Come to think of it, four years may nit he long
envugh | better go practice @

wew Emissaries

Rabka and Mrs Yosef Yitachak Moroeoy arrived
i Ulyanovsk, Russia, in time for the High
Holidays., The Jewish community, numbering
spproxamately 400 Jews, has welcomed the
Youmng |.".‘IIIFI|.\." amd are ||m|v:i1||; forward 1o
enhancedd refigious programemisg  wnder the
Marpzows” leadership

Rahba Chaim and Kaila Danzinger will soon be
mwreing b Pasadena, California where they will
serve as progrm directors an the existing Chabad
of Pnsadena.

The University of Cenral Florida (UCF) s the
newest cammis @ have a Chabed-Lubaviich
Student Center opened. Rabbi Chaim HBoruch and
Rivkie Lipskier will amive soon = Orlande,
Flomida to apen the Cemer which will s as a
“home pway from home™ for college students at
LICF,
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Thee reame of our publication has special meaning, 11
stands o tha nams of Rebbizn Chaya Mysiis

Sichnnmon ooy, wife of the Fsbibe




