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Wake Up and Smell the Davening

| by Steve Hyatt

The mowming sun was jusd moments away from
eakimg il spectacular debul @ my wile Linds and |
ireshi cuar wary Chrough the cavernious walkoway ol te
B wermimd ot e Rooo-Talwos: Inlemutiomml airport.
O this perticular moming we wene beginning the
kg poamey o Linda’s hometiown of Pitsburgh,
Pennsyhvamia, Chr anshitious trave] schedale called
T EcLb . flighl

The day before the tip | hd opened my
mwspaper and bormed o the weather poge @ check
ot the mext dary's forecess for Rene and Pitesburgh.
As | scanned the page | was chagrined o discover
that sunrise would be st 545 am, | immedimely
pickel up the phone ard calllesd my kocal Chabed
Rabbi Mendel Conin. 1 asked ham b esrdy one cm
begin saying the moming prrvers. He mformed me
thast Jewish low dictoies one canmot. ssant ckiverang
I{praymmg ) mmiil 57 mineries before sunrise. As | hang
up pnic enviedoped me. | did a quick caloukitiom and
realized our early moming depeartome winkd prechslke
mé from davening within the ocomloable oonfines
al ey wome belione beaving for the arpori.

The realization tat | might have o put on my
et v e in foont of hunchreds o not housands
of atrznpers. was alios mae tin | ocukd edune
Concamed, | calksd Rabbi Cnin ngain, plepding for
sowme o of speciad dispensation. He iold me that 1o
do it right, I couldn’t begin davening uniil afier |
amived ol the airport. He said if [ was unoomfortable
g s, 1 cvneled alweays wait anid diven on the plare.
“Thanks Fabbi, thal ssgpestion = a whiole bl befter.”
1 thouagih by myseld.
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As 1 sal in iy home e ng;l'l.l.l;:ﬁ'n:ﬂ'}em.
wucnic!i:'l[:w{'ﬂl.i-.b'u.l.g\ﬂi.rlgu'.uiuu}h‘:'l.rtmh_'{m;II
puxd friemd and mentor Rabbi Chuni li)ﬁlm’
Chahad of Delzwane sprang into my mind. On many.
many cociwions be has reminded me, “Shiomo
Yakow, o one ever said o mirzwy (commandment)
HALD 10 be sy T My mind screamed out, “Yea ‘bat
nixone ever said you had so dodt in firong of o dhousand
stressedont niminess tavelers, tired  vacstioner,
sresming kicls pnd no-nonsense flight crews either”

We amived in good time at the sinpon the next
moming. By de time we finally made our Wy
Uhriigh sewurily 1 hacl comvinced myself that 1'd just
harve do weadt 1o daven ungil | anvived that afieroon al
miy father-in-law’s home in Pizshurghe Az 1 s dossn
in the croed serminal, Lincs looked at me and said.
“We've got about W mintes befione we board the
plane, amen™t you going 1o find a plnn:- i davenT”

Framikly, | dficin’t kneew whant 10 say, Thens she was
Inoking at me with inguiring eyes, and all [ wasved o
v weys-pe sorwansning Srovwendhe e § ETEVS
afraid of looking foodish in frone of strengers. Orce
again Rabhi Yogel's sagacious advice popped mu my
rmind, “Shlomao Yakoy, no one ever said 2 mitzva had
1o be easy,” | booked at iy wife, | comteipiaed the
Rabibi's wonds onee again, and | nebectantly went 1o
finl & “quiler”™ spad in e alrpaort. As | walloed anoumd
the dermmimad [ caloulaed dea [ was susmounded by
oo theany | DOLO0D squenre feet of space. Wel i | ganed
off into the disance | didn't see a singhe wea that
weansin L filledd B0 e brim with people.

Walking on, 1 motived that the coffios shop hadn't
yet opened. There win o lange anea adjacent io the
sho thet was wtally unoccupied. | pot on my tlit,
placed my wefilin on my aen and hed, and with 2
amibe on my Taoe and a prayer of tanks o Ged for
prosiding dhis vacanl sl [ stated daveniig.

As | swaryed hock and forth, 1 mernlly forgot
whene [ was, | was no hnger cognizamt of whin was
poang on around me ad my seli-cossciousmeses: bad
quickly dissipaed. | kept wening the papes, reating
the: familiar wonds and reveled in the oppomunity o
properly Tulfill the miceyi. Wil wis [ s aliasd o
1 dwshand] miywell. This, a= we ko o sy in the Hyatt

houseahl, was a peece of kogel!

When 1 concluded my pravers and knvered my
talit Froem miy head 1 wis surprised by what | sow, The
ol shop had opened for bosiness and | wes mow
comgietely surroended by af lesst 100 cardyv-moming
pastry-munciing, coffee-drinking, newspaper-
neading petrons. Notonly bad 1 filed o find 5 quist
apeod, i e drirpont, 1 hewd somnehow: managed o find
the busiest ploce. other tham the security gate, m
which b condisct my business v

1 stewd there Feeding like a statue in a mwsean:, |
winild’L help bat notice that noi one of the parons
wirs peryieg the slighiesd bit of aftention o me, While
ey probuldy had tkes a quick glance when they
farst strolled in, it was immediately sparent the they
were more interested i the moming”™s headlines sl
the tede of their French-roast coffiee than they wene
in me. Realizing that it was almost time (o boansd e
plane ko Fittsburgh, T'made my way back o the gae.

As 1 walkex through the orowded rermanal. |

vl theEact-thor - fosmrd-thevasant e

when Ldid, T was convineed that if | had arived even
ten minuses liner, 1 aould have seen the huge coffec
crrved and mived on, 1 protably would have given
iy fears, mever devened tht moming asd feht
guilty for the rest of the dury, Trstesd, G0 presemed
me with o oppotunity 1o face my femss, pvercom:
them, lesm mn important besson and complete the
miteva, | discoversd that the only thing standing
hetween me and my desire to live 1 more observant
Jewish life was me,

Since discoverisg Chabad T've had countless
“spirial” experiences, Some were ey and others
were more challenging. Yet in each case, the joy and
satisfaction | felt afier accomplishing something tsa
I bad never dreamed 1 could do, was extracalinary.
My recent experience tought me that the oy of
fulfilling the mizeva far cuwelghed the momentary
discomfon of tee challenpe.

With a smile on miy face and 5 song in my heart
I strolled up o the gate. Linda looked ap from bher
newspaper and asked, 5o did vou have sy mouble
fincling o quiet place i daven ™ With grin [said, “No
ool ai @l it was piﬁ,rnl'l.u,gﬂ."

Conference on Torah and

Science
The Fifth Miami Istermatonal Conference on
Torah  and  Sclence.  entitled, = Absolute

Standards in an Age of Relatively” will take
PlH.L": on Dec. 16-18 at the Kovens Conference
Cemer of the Flords International Universily, in
Miami, Florida, The confarence will be Followed
by a Shabbaton at the Shul of Bal Harbour: The
conlerence s sponsowed by the Shul of Bal
Harbour, the Depariment of Feligious Siodies:
Florida Intemmational University, the Aleph
Institisle of Miami as well a3 B'Or Ha Torah
Journal of Science, At and Modem Life. To
submit a paper contact info@@borhatornhoorg.
For all oiber imformation about the conference
comlact Mirtam Gutman al (305 B&R-1411 ar
mursmi theshul.org
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