sLIFE

Two Centuries Later
by Siewe Hyatt
At some point i time, about 125 yvears apo,

a relative of mine purchased o volume of
Mistanygvot published in funch, Switzerlind in
1814, Printed i vivid colors asd boud in a
gramnd cover, it must have hooked spectacular
when it firsd molled off the state-of-the-an
Guienherg Press.

What happenesd b the hocde for the fird 125
yenrs will probably forever remain a mystery 1o
s, What we do krora, hewever, = thal al some
point in his life, be book came inta the
possession of my gresi-encle Ben. During his
long lifetimee, my great-uncle held myriad jobs,
including working as a poultry fermer, a masier
mechanic and a sabss person. Unfonunately life
was difficult and challenging for Uncle Ben and
e nevier pursued a life of Jewish stady amd
schwslarship. This Family hearloom, that must
have been studied by countbess individuals over
s Niferime. was swored sway in a dark. duosoy
choset in Uncle Ben's home.

Wars were fought, Amencan presidenis
WEIE elecied, the SEEe o [SrEe was esanlizned,
children were born, young boys and girk had
their har and bat mitrvas, and all the whibe the
hook sat patiently n the dark gathering dusi.

At the ripe old age of BY Uncle Ben passed
away, keaving behmd his wile of 6Y years and a
masdest Bonse, My Unche Mel amd iy dad
lovingly assisted their aunt with pressimg
matters amd evemlually helped her find a
heautiful place bo livee ab g nisicby assasied living

commumnity. When they went to her home o help
her get her affairs in order they found the
majestic ald hook in the hack of the dork, dusi-
falled closet. Literally blowing the dust off the
bouk, Dad carefully examined the pages of the
ancient manuscript. Since it was pristed entinely
in Hebrew, it wos mot somesthing he  could
decipher,

By great-aumt”s medical condition Fl'ur.:ll,udw,l
Dad Irom guestioning her aboul the book s he
carefully packed it ap and senl i o me, &ling
me 1o speak with the bocal Chabad emissary o
Morthern Nevada in Reno, Rabbi Mendel Cunin.

When | first saw the hook, | immediabely
thought it was a Chongsdy, the Five Books of
Moves. Bul alter a closer examination | realized
it losdke] very much like the et we use in shal
when we study the Talwud Given the oge of the
Bk wnd v pmporaece 1 aoked forseed o
bringing it 1o the rabbi for & closer nspection.

A day later | received an e-mail from the
Rabhi informing owr small but growing
congregation thil someone™s motler hisd passed
awway and he seeded o sy the “Koddish”
prayer. | ook this opportunity to being the ook
1o the Chabad Center and show it o the rabhi
betore the stam of the evening service.

Rabbi Cunin wid me II'L'I'IK‘JI.&IE'} it the
bk was o volume of Mishnayol publishod al
bonst 191 wears carlior. He poimted ot that the
pages wene actisally made from cloth, nod paper,
and that it was in remarkable shape for such an
old menuscrpt.

A bew mintes Bater e servioe began amd
i joiibed in Lo sippsert our Tricid and oeiglbos
e his ume of need. Towand the ond of the
service the rabhi chased with os that i is a
tradition 10 swdy from the Mishna when a
member of A migva is saying Kaddizh,

Catching my eye the rabbi said, “Let’s use
the Mishmayol that Sieve has brought with him
I||IIi_|’3|'|I.L & bk than §s ower 191 vears old,” And
with that he picked up the hook written just a
few wears after the signing of the American
Declarntion of Independence and discussed a
passage abul seEnching TOf ciamels Befong The

start of Passover

When Rabbi Cunin comgleted the portion of
Mishnayor, he showly closed the text and
tenderly handed it hack to me after which we |
congladed the service. The nexi moming we me
again 5o our friend could omnce ag,ﬁu. sy
Eaddich, Before we atmmed we talled aboin th
book and how wonderful it was that after all
these years in seclusion il once again was used
us i source of lenmang ancl mspiration. The rabba
explained that the Hebrew leiters comprising the
word “Mishna™ are the same lemers that spell the
word “nestam ' — soul, He went on o say that
bodth the Torah and the: soul ane etemal,

His words tore through me like an elecimic
charge, for each letter, wond, sentence.
paragraph, and chaper of the Tomh are indesd
ctermal. The words we read wnday are the exac
wairds nar people soindied onder Mosss™ melpe
im the Sinm desert Handed down generation
after peperstion thes: wonds that brang light 1o
the world Bave nevier changed amd never will It
iv @ constand that bas united the Jewish poople
far centuries. And now, decades after it was firs
printsd. and at leas thnee decades after it was
stored away im a dark, dusty storage closet, the
words of wisdom once again had @n apporiunity
to illuminate the mmds and souls of 2
congregation in ke “Biggest Litle City in the
World” ~ Reno, Nevadn.

This exguisile bonk, has impacted many
souls sance a family member first acguired it so
many years ago, It has passed from hand w0
hamd, from relative to relafive, it hes been
ransparted thousands and thousands of miles, it
has resided in many different cities from Zurich
all the way o Reno. And yet, more than 19]
years after the ink firg caressed the pages of this
wery special book, it ardved just i the nick of
tme b comfon & greving som snd his friemnds in
a limke shul im Beono, almost as if it had o pre-
destined  |91-year-old reservation to join a
winyan of ten

Comncidence? | think not'l
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New Centers

Cheabad of Venbes

A new Chahad Cemger will he opening soon in
Vendce, Florida, under the directorship of Rabhi
Sholom Ber and Chaya Schmerling. The center
will be serving this Southwest Flonda Jewish
COMMUENITY.

Ulabail of Fhiaket

Last monih Chabad of Phuket, on Phuker
lsland, opened. Their first ovent was a
traditional Shabhat dinner for Jewish relief
waorkers, lsraels backpackers, ancd Phuket
residents. In addition o Friday night Shabbat
services and dismers, Chabad of Pluket, under
the wsuspices of Chabad of Tholand
hcadguanersd in Bangkok, is comlinging ils
relicf work on the islasd.
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