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“Mining™ for Sparks
by Steve Hyait and Mendel Levin

One Shobbhal aftemonn this past winler &l
Chahad of Northers Mevada, the subject of hiky
sparks was the focus of much of our discussion,
It is explained in Jewish Mysticism that every
object and place in the uaiverse has o spark of
the Divine, which sustains it and camses it o
exist. It hecomes revealed and elevarsd when
we sanctify it in n mbma (commandment
senting. These sparks exist throwghoot the workd
and when enough of them have been “mined”™
and elevated and retumed to their holy source.
Mashiach will come

The idea thot these holy sparks esis all
around ue captured our imaginstions that
Shabbat afiernoon, Intripued, & number of s
decided that the following rnum'ling we would
meel al a nearby rural, endeveloped park o
returm some sparks o lheir sounce.

The next moming | walked out my fromt
door and 0 ieeth-shattering, frigid wind
slammed direcily inte my face & the last gasp
ol wimnler Mowed down from the mri:ng_ SN
covered peaks of the Sierma Nevada Mountains.
Tanlit (prayer shawl) amd refilio g secunely
tisckied wmddier oy arm, | bikad up omy collar and
walked down the moontain o meel my froemds
at Horseman's Park.

As the park came ino view | could see
Incob, David and Bansch shivering with their
hands in their prckets as they ried their best o
keep wanm. Just as 1 stepped into the parking
Iot, our Chahad rabbi. Mendel Cunin doove in
with his five children. As we huddled together

against the cobd. 1 said, “Remember no ome
every said o mitzva had 1o be easy” 1o which the
mabhi joyfelly replied. “True, bul o one ever
said it can't be fun!”

Widh o smibe on our lips and a wne in our
hearts, we hegan our j;oumcy 0 @ BEEmic
overlook that provided a 30-degmee view of the
valley and the majestic mountains that szamd
guond over Remo. As we were preparing 1o say
the moming prayers, Baruch reminded everyone
thai ihis spod could have possibly been wialting
simce the creation of the world e have a milzva
performed wpon i, We hoped that our small
effort. would hosten the amival of Meshiach,
ending the exile of the Jewish people and initisie
the nebaibding of the thind Holy Temple.

As a relemibess wind comtineed w challemge
our resolve, we began m puat on gur “mj“"
gear. We donned talit and tefilin and staried the
momang sarvice. As the wisd howled around os,
it was all we could do o keep the pages in our
prayer books from Blowing back and forb and
our kippas alop our heads. Just as we thoaghi we
tewdd everything umder contred an enormeaous guss
caught our t2lit bags and sent them dancing
dovwn the side of the mowntain, L,wnghing ol
Boud we scumied o retreve them ond then
Frirroed back @ our “mme shafll”™ and contimesd
chanting the psalms and prayers of ihe moming
wErvics,

What a sight we were o hehold: 5 proup of
grown men and five children sanding on the
edge of @ cumyon, the mountains to our backs,
thie sum i our Fice and a figid wind n_-mindmg
s that winter was md quite ready 1o give up
without a fight.

But while it was freexing outside, the heat of
our prayers burmed brightly m our heans ond
mspirtd our Intle growp W complete  their
mission. As our inlrepid group of “miners”
continued on wilh the service, the clwds thas
bung directly over the eastern hirizon suddenly
parted and we were drenched in the warm
cmbrace of e sun’s rays,

Re-energized, we picked up the pace and
continued. Approaching the end of the wervice, 1
booked up from my prayerbook and marvelled a
the views from our cutdoor shul To the west
wis the Sierra Mevads mountain range, o the
easl wis 0 gorgeous view of the growing ¢ty of
Reno, v the soath was a view of the moumntains
that formed the gateway w the hisfonc city of
Carson City and o0 the Nosth was the rugged,
undeveloped high desen. home o amielope,
coyole and red tiled hawk It was boh a
humbling and inspirational momssnt.

As we concluded the service, the clouds
once again slipped in front of the sun and he
temperature felt like it dropped wen degrees. The
provmase of snow was definiiely in the ar as we
made owr way back o the park entrance. Abong
the il we coukl see Bomes buill om e
oppasite side of the Steam Bom Diteh Canynn
We couldn™t help bt wonder if a Jewish family
might hiave nabbed their eyes in dishelief as they
glanced ol their kitchen window and saw
Fewish men, wearing 1alit and tefilin, swaying in
uniison on the edge of a nagged canyon as |h¢}'
prayed. Ax my friend and menor Rabbi Clyan
Wogel omce inld me. “Shliomo Yakow, you mever
kEnow wio may be w“chjn,g FERT ] pﬂ'l'mn
even i simple mitzvi. What seems like a minor
act for yiu may be a life nitering experience for
someone observing vour sctions.” His wise
words reverbersted in my mind ae my boddies
and 1 refumed 0 our vehicles.

When we amived back at the parking lot we
all agreed that despite the dounting weather, the
expenience af praying on an undeveloped picce
of land, where we were fairly certain tha so Jew
hnd ever praved before, wos an expenenes that
we wanded o repeat apwin

Mamomides teaches that any individual's
good deed can lip the scale and brings
Redemplion o the entire world. We agresd 1o
meet regularly o perform good deeds and
“mine” for holy sparks, doing our pan o beang
Mushinch noa Il

Four New Emissary Couples
Rabbi Avrohom Yizchok snd Fruma Perlstein
recemtly  amved in BaysideFoxpoinl,
Wisconsin, o enbance existing cducational and
attrzach programs there. The young couple will
be directing the bocal Chabad day camp, Torah
High, and coordinating other youth programs.
Fabbi Aveobom and [Dina Hemdel will be
arriving seoin i Coral Springs, Florida, The
Hendels willl assisling with sclivites in the cal
Chakad Cierster a5 well as teaching at the Hebrew
Acadeny Commemnty Scheal.

Fabbi Yossa and Maoni Winner are establishing
a new Chabad Center for Jewish stadents and
faculty at the University ol Aricoma in Tuscon,
Rabbi Hershy and Bella Bromstemn will be
amiving soon in MW, Coral Springs, Flonida
Tey are sarting a new Chabad Center in that
area 1o serve the Jewish readents,
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