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Shabhos s Chabad of Momhem Nevada,
bocated smack dab in the middle of “The Biggest
Linle Ciry in the World" Reno, Nevada, is always
a festive and joyous occasion, From the moasted
chicken 1w the mowh-walering potano Eugel,
Rebbetein Sarash Cunin treats. our tete bads 1o
sy of the grest Shabbos delicaches.

I remember one parcular Shabbos & few
mands ago. Friday night we were feted with the
Rebbetzin's delicious fare. The next day Rabbi
Mendel Cinin ded our growing congregation

Between sumptuous baies of chocolate habka
and overflowing spoonfuls of the steaming chndent
(siew kept hot thesaghout the entire Shabbos), we
discussed the mae joys of Shabhos ond the lows
pertaining to the prohibition of work on this special
day. Mot of us were confised about the definition
of work. and what could and could not be done on
Shabbos,

We leamed that work is defined as the tasks
mssocinted with the building of the Sanctuary in
ancient Bmes. After some intense discusaon we all
feln we bad a better understanding of this basic and
s important  concept.  Enjoying  ourselves
immensely, we kept frm al the Rabbi
el wilth the agility of a skilled short stop he fielded
them all with geace and patience.

Sometime: that afiermoon someane asked the
Rabhi if it was permissible to own a business that

stays open on Fhabbos, even if the Jewish owner did
it work, bt rather observed Shabbos. The Rabbi
mnde it clear that & Jew shosld dissssociate himself
from such buciness vennures snd furthermaore,
shouldn't derive any financial gain from money
eamed on Shabbos, 1 didn't really pay muach
attention tov this part of the disoossion becmse 1
don't owm & business. and 1 don't do anything o eam
mosey on Shabbos,

We endind the aftemnoon with 2 wonderful
discussion  ghout  the concept of random
coincidence. In the end we all agreed that there is no
sch thing as coincidensc: in life and that G-d's hand
can be seen im many differemt ways i one smply
apens his eves amnd his hean,

Laner then day 1 walked dnto my home and besaed
AMMeoRe leaving 3 Message On My answering
maachine. It wias my reaior callisg from Orepon. She
was informing e that sfter fve months of rving o
sell my home, five months in which we hadn't
received one single offer, we finally had o legigmane
affer on the house. She went on o say that te
person was keaving the country for o vacation and it

was imperative we close the deal immediaiely.

1 swo0d in the doorway parslyzed with fear. We
had mived Erom Oregon 1o Keno n January. Each
diny Tiow mnsths 1 had prived Gl *“kday™ wiukl be
e iy soonmmnomer ool seant s bary our home, As
each month came and wenl, | grew less and bess
hopefial we would be sble vo sell at a falr price. The
i tirmee weent by, the moee concemed | bacame.

MNow | was lnerally standing in the theeshold of
oy mew hoamee and the realtor was saying we had o
mowe immedistely o we could lose the one sed
only deal on the table. A voice in my head stansd

img at me: “Pick up the phons! Don't blow
the deal, pick up the phone rght o™

As | mepped through the door the reslion hung
g 1 must hive sood and looked at that phoee for
am howr, Pant of me wis aching to call her hack, bat
the other pant of me kept reminding me that it was
Shabbos s [ should wait onil omormow, As T
fought this monumenial imemnal battle, Rabbi
Cunin's wonds came back to me. “Ulimately,
motdingg prsitive is ever derived from moncy carmed

on Shabbos. Samehow, it & eveniually lost or goes

Shabinos NEVER pays off in the lomg mn™

Finally, | took & decp breath and slowly walked
inio the: other mom. 1 told myself that despite the
[pamic in vy hesrt, it wis more important to embmee
one's values and faith, than 1o toss them aside when
they appeared 1w be somewha inconvenient

T epent the pesst of the day reading ard rebaxing
After Shabbos cnded 1 calmly picked wup the
tclephone and called my realtor in Owegon. She
informed me that after calling me she had
discovered that we really couldn't conduct business
theat diry s the: buyer™s realior was oul of wown el
Mboday. She toled me ther dhe was soery she had lefi
such am wrgenl messspe but she had dowght we
only had 8 day o consuminae the deal.

Feigning nomchalance | iold her @ was mw a
mlhhﬂ:ﬂﬂmllhlwumh!lulklm

plete the deal. We di 1 the affer, prepared
nm.-:'dh'-ﬂngmdhtnl:lt:nﬂrm}'.
Within the: mext thirty-six hoans of my comversation
with my nealtor, the bayer and T agreed om a price
and the: deal wis consummated.

As 1 slowly put the phone back in s cradic, |
marvieled ol the series of events that had jus
wransplired, Over the vears, sisce finding Chahad, 1
bave discoversd daat the quest 1o become mone
ohservant and more spariiuad is & gradual joumey
that builds one step af a time. Sometimes the
Joumey ks ensy and other tmes the kessons an
difficult. Bui o ﬂ‘li!‘ is cerain; the joumey is
slwavs fillesd with wonder sand excisement.

In the last six years | can recount numenous
comversations about the joys and pleasures of
Shabbces, Bt it wasn 't until this particular Shahbos,
in this particulor Chabad House, that | foand myse4f
involved in this umique Skabbos discussion A
discussion that ohimsiely prevenssd me from
compromismg my vakees and doing something 1'd
regret later. And if that wasn't epough, it wasn't
undil T was Euced with, snd made the right decision,
thai [ finally soid my home in Cregon.

Coinclderse T 1 think not
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