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First Sefer Torah Inscribed
in Northern Nevada

Tha Cunin iriplats: ir. - 1) Chana, Moshe and Rochel
by Frank X. Mullen Jr.

O Mumiday, & sribe in Reno hegan writing
Hechrew letters on & parchment scroll no &
manner handed down from the time of Moses.

“In the hegimming, G-d crested 1be heavens
and the Farth,”™ the soribe wrone,

They were the first words of the first Sefer
Towah 10 be inscrtbed in norbern Nevada, A
Sefer Torsh is & hand-writen scroll of the first
five books of Moses, from Gendsis o
Dewernnomy, and takes ns lomg as a year io
commplele.

“I's painstaking work; it must be exact and
every leter mue b kosher,” ssd Rabbi Moshe
Liberow, a sofie or scribe, from Colorado
Sprngs, Colo. “There are 34 805 lemgers in 245
collumes. and all must be perfect. There are
ghout 5000 [aws on how to write a Torsh.™

The sceodl will be semt to [sreel for

complition asd will be retumed 1o Reno in
abowt @ year, It will be dedicated &s the Torah
for the koecal Chabad, o community of Onthodos
Jews. The inscribing of the Torsh came at
celebration of the third birthdoy of three
childres: Mosghe, Clana and Rochel Cunim

The triplets were bom o Rabbi Mendel and

Sarah Cunin, the leaders of the Chabad of
Morthemn MNevada, Al the celebmtion at Bartley
Ranch Park's evems amber, Moshe had his bair
cut for the first tee. The ritual signifies ihat
when a boy tums 3 years odd, he bopms a new
slage of development as o Jew, his father said

Maoshe then ceremonmially licked drops of
honey placed om Hebrew letters, an act that
signified “leaming how sweet are the words of
the Tarah,™ has father sand

For thewr third birthday, Moshe's sisiers
celebrated their first Sabbatk candle-lighting on
Friday, Cunin said he hopes his chikdren will
become educatons and |1|||ul_ lijhl to the world.

The goests exclaimed, “Meseliow’ " which
means “Congrutulations, happiness to all,”™ and
community members came Lo the scribe o
participate in the writing of the Torah.

Harvey Lemer, the triplets” matemal
grandfathes, said the community rejoices at the
beginning of the project.

“It's waonderfial fo particapase in the writing
of the Torah,” he said “Ultimately, it I3 the
communsty’s Torah.™

Liberoaw sawd the writing of the scroll is not
juist impeortant to Jiwd, bt ta EVEryone.

“Torsh mesns instruction,” be said. “1t = a
blessing, o showing of 8 blessing. 1t unites all
higmansty.™

He said another Chabad scribe will finish the
document, writng with & twrkey quill on more
than 60 sheets of parchment made from
cowhide. When compleie, the finished scroll
will be as bong as half o foothall field,

The Torah then will be chedked and dowhle-
cheched to make sure every word, every lether,
every stroke is perfect.

“But if there is a mistake found. it can be
corrected,” Liberow sasd. “Ohme tiny mistake

wont invalidate all of the work, It can be fixed
Ciod s strict, bt He is not cruel.”

Althoagh the holy book is written for the
brcal Chabad, a1 is nol exclusive o orthodox
Jews, Rabbd Cunin sasd.

“We comsider every Jew in nortbern Nevada

s pan of our community,” e saud. “Evervone is
weleame, all of the time. "8
Reprinted with permission from the The Rens
Crazenie-Sonro!
Edy mote: In 1981, the Lubsvitcher Rebbe
establhed the “Sefer Trrah Campaign, ™ urging
all Jews w0 scquire a “letter” im @ Torah scrodl.
“The abligation o write a Sefer Torah is the
culmination  of all the 613
[commandments], It is thus clear that acquiring
a letler inone of the universal Tarah serofla now
being written bastens the culminason of the
exile,” the Rebbe said.

Since the campaign began, Chabaed-
Lubaviech Centers Bave inttinted the writing of
Torah scrolls to be used in their bocal
commanities. The Rebbe's emissaries encournge
Jews from all walks of life v purchase beters foc
themselves, family members and even departed
loved ones in these Torsh serolls of Jewish unity.
In addition, special Torah scrolls for children
(four o date) are written in the old city of
Jerusalem. Children under the age of Bar and
Bal Mitzva can “purchasc”™ & letter in ane of
these children’s Torah scrolls by sending the
equivalent of $1 U5 {in local cummency) fo:
Children’s Sefer Torah, FO.Box Kfar Chabad,
Isrmel, 72915 of via interel &1 kidstorah.org.
Children receive a beautiful certificate inscribod
with their name and the bocason of thear leoier
See an upcoming wsue of L'Chaim for stories
commected o these special Children's Sefer
Torahs,

AArZvear

Five Alive
By wsing their sense of
sight, smell, hearing,

taste and touch, the lively
children in this book can
always figure out which
Jewish  holidoy  has
arrived.  This  newess
relense by Fa e Probdi-
shimg is written by Dina
Rosenfield and illustrated
by Tova LefT.

JewishSonghook.com

Wou can now enhance your famiby s Shabbat and
h|'||il.‘|ﬁ:|-' (31453 h:.- |'Hl1lil'l$ I..l_gﬂh,g-r VOUT wery 0w
somg hooklet In additon 1o songs, this webate
alse contains the ransliieration of many
mmporant prayers, www jewishsongboak com
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