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Inspiration Times Thred
hy Siewve Hyvan

Inspiraton can come in all shapes and sres.
Alitthe while ago, dusing a gathering at Chahad
of Northern Nevada, a visiting rabbi told a story
of 8 wagon driver who considered hes job
mmendane and unimsparing.

One day he went to his rebbe (the fourth
Lubawitcher Rebbe, known as the Rebbe
Maharash} for some words of inspiration. When
b finally bed & chance e speak with the Rebbe
privaiely, he was w0 nervous, all he could say
was, “l am a simple wagon driver,”

The Rebbe Mahomsh booked at the man and
told him that his pob afforded him & ensgque
opportumity cach day o lift his eyes 1w the
heavens and to recognize C-d in everything.

Giiven the fact that our shul is bocated at the
base of e mognificent Siema Nevada
Muoauntain range. the entire group seated around
the table could relate w the Rebbe Maharash's
insightful words. Despite the encormity of the
Siermn Nevada Mountain range and the
unmaiched splendor of nearby Lake Tahoe,
three of the most inspirational cxamgples of G
d's blessings in Morthern Mevada may be
Muoshe, Chana and Rochel Cunin. five- year-ald
triplets of Rabhi Mendel and Sarah Cunin,

Recemly, on the first might of Passover,
when it came me for the =Mook Mitrana, " the
theee popped up o sand on their chairs and
beautifully  and  melodically chanted  the
quesions that Jewish children have been asking
their parents for over 3,300 years.

The Cunan triplets are memvbers of Nothern
Nevada's first-ever Jewish pre-schoal Despite
Ihe Fact that they ane just beginning 1o read and
wrile, the tripleits amd their classmates have
mimorized myrind songs, prayemn and passages
&s pant of their daily lessons, Eackh member of
this fledgling pre-school is an insparation to their
pareniz, friends and neighboss i our small
Jewish comanuanity.

Sonws of the parents of the students, whn
previously were eninterested of unaware of
their Jewish heritage, have walched their
children flourish in the warm embrace of the
Gan Siera Pre School. Their voung childnen
inspire them w cultivate and busld stronger
Jewish roots sl home.,

During the Seder when the Canin triplets
stood up on their chairs, with smiles from ear io
ear, and glesfully sang their songs and ssked the
Fivar Questions, | wached the reaction of the
adults amund the packed mom. B was as il
everyane of them was suddenly transponed back
in fime, o 8 momseal when they were tha lide
ones standing on therr chairs, smging for their
Laydes, Bobbes, Moms and Dinds. As Moshe,
Chana and Rochel sang ench question from
memary, the adults at the table let their minds
drift back to a much simpler, kving, tme in
their lives

In inday's basy workd, many of us tink it is
o Tk, too difficult, or o embarrassing w0 go
back 10 our Jewish roats, o explone the
leachings of Tosah, and e live more observant
lives, But in reality, it is never oo lage 10 ake the
first step foward a more spiniasl, Torah-based
life. A simple call ws any Chahad Howse in the
world will be met with an open. sincers,
accepling invitation to learn al your own pace,
information sbout our people, traditions, asd
rich heritage.

O the day befone the first night of Passover,
a Reno resident sent a letter to the local
newspaper in which be questioned the ability of
modern-day Jews to follow the Torsh and its
teachings in ioclay’s turbulent world, The writer

stated clearly that he felt the commandmenis
that Gl gave 10 Moses and the Jewish people
are simply too  difficadl, challenging and
unrealistic for “modern™ human beings o
follow. He was argwing thal people simply do
not  possess the  capacity o follow  1en
commandments, et alone /13,

After reading the letier w0 the ediior |
immediately realized that the writer had
obvicusly never been 10 a Chabad House, ths
he had mewer st down al @ Shabbat wmhle
ilhsmirased by the amibsent glow of candles, and
that he had most definilely never seen thees
inspirational members of the Reno Jewish
community, who because of their parents and
wondesful teachers, demonsirate duily just how
casily one can make Torah part of one’s daily
I,

The Cunin tripletc sepve as inspirnion for
our entire community, As | waiched them at the
Seder | asked emyself, if three five-year-cids can
learn to honor Shabbat, cat kosher food, sy
kidldush wm wine, light Shabbal candies,
celebrae holidays, soy blessings before and
affier cating, why is it so difficult for an sdult o
do =0 as well If o five-year-old can ses Gd's
wondrous hand in the world around them, why
can’t we? I a five-year-odd can proudly jump up
on her ¢hair and belt gut the Four Cuestinms,
why are we so frightencd 1o leta boss know tha
we newd severnl days off o celebraie Rosk
Hashana, Yom Kippur or Passover? We don'|
weant o be embarmssed or sdmit our igrorance
about subjects of which we are unfamiliar
Somctimes it mhkes a links inspiraton o capsure
oar sitention, motivate us and refocus our effons
im the right direction

Inspiration can come in all shapes and sives
Sometimes we can be irspired by the glaries of
nature, Sometimes by inspirational community
leaders ancd sometimes by thres small members
af our community who live, breathe and sing the
Jovs of our heritage B
Herver Fiyanit i ke Hoovaan eiowsrres Director of the Koo
Cixrzeate-JKwarnaat vl cave e covetonsted o siiponn i gl oo

New Emissaries

Rabbi Chesky and Chani Tenenhaam will
be armiving soon in Gaithersburg, Maryland.
where Rabbi Tenenbaum will serve as
adminisirator and progam director for
Chabad of Upper Montgomery County.
Rabbi Yehuda and Faya Lipskier are
cstablishing a new Chabad-Lubavitch
Center on the Upper West Side of
Manhattzn, in the West 6.

Rabbi Mendy and Tzipi Lipskier are
moving n Chandler, Arizona o sian a new
preschool, Camp Gan lsrael summer day
camp and spearhesd youth and 1een
programming al Chabad of the East Valley.
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