Or, Kalz wilh Rabbi Gunin
The Cantor®s Cantor
by Sieve Hynll

As a voung boy | spenl cmmiless boars
feshidng o the hanks o f Mongms Poncl mear my
homee. T never canght many fish tant T tossod
many a pebble inte the water and watched the
resulting fimy ripples roll toward every coener of
the shore sumuundiog tbat peocetul bady of
waler. Liltle didl 1 know  those experiences
would one day bam iste a memorable Torah
Besgon.

I 1922, a young Boris Fisch and his pwm
brother Joe were bom im a timy willage in
Hum ary, When they were younpg students. they
boith attended a Humparion mstinte dedicated to
traiming younf men 1o serve as chazrenim
{epntors) in syoapopacs around the weorld.
Younp Boris mastersd one ancicot tune after
another. He knew a melody Tor every praver im
his prayer book. When Boms aml his brogher
wore mora teemagess, their family emigrated oo
the United Stotes leolcing for a new life in the
land of c-ppmmmy

cLater in hife Bori mmside bis— sy —from-

I.'tﬂl}l.'l.l'ghm New Yok where be was eniploged
ns 8 foll time: men’s hat maker and & “part time"
cantar, While making bats paid the bills, Boris”
true vocation was thet of a cantor and bar
mitzvn teacher. Boris helped well over 3,000
I'.t’tl_'f.‘-s [arepRans liowr their har matevias, Dne of the
wery [irsl bar mibeova stucdents the cumor worked
with in Mew York was a high-emergy 1ad named

Paul Kate. Whilke studying for his bar mitzve
young Paul's Zasdie asked him if he was poing
to rend from the Torah durisg his bar sibova.
Simnee he'd pever thought kst dit, Paul asked
the cantor, Willoul skipping 2 beat the cantor

told Paul, “Sure but the journey will nob end -
there.” A 12-year-old Paul had no sdea what the

cantar had m mind but be wanted to please his
Faidie. 8o be siwdie] with the oomtor mamd
cventually had his bar mitve where “he
sucoessfally read from the Torah, just as be'd
been tmught by the contor.

A time went o0 Poal leamed cxactly what
the cantor had meant. For Boris had foama his
protépE. Ower the next hall contury the canlor
taught Paul every oote, every phrase, every
mizlody rom his vast repertoire.

Eventually the cantor retired and moved to
Flurida, Paul
Katz, Chairmen of Lthe Washoe | ospital Stoke
Center in Fomo, Nﬂl.ﬁ.ﬂa, kq'hlm touch wath his
friend arsl mentor and questioned him often
ahout the tunes. for Shabl, Rosh Heshena and
Yom Kippur. While Dr. Katz paid lhe bills
through his work at the hospital, his “part tme™
VOCALION WaS ScrVing as the canlor al Chabad of
Murthemn Mevada in Reno. Week in and weck
out the small bt prowing congrepation listened
intently a5 Comtor Kotz chanted the ancient
tunes & voung caolor amd his brother had leamed
many decades before in a tny Jewish school in
Hungary, The cantor had never heand his
protépd lead the Bono congregation hul he'd
made plans to visit his pupil. Bul G-d had ather
plans for Boris Fisch; be passed away at the age
af §3 before he could make the cross-countny
irp.

At the conclosion of the cantor"s enol wmal
tuneral service his family mentioned that he had
always intendad to record his special tunes, so
his many sisdents and congregants could listen
1o them for years to come. Bul somehow hife git
10 Ik wuy unel be never made it ta the recording
studio, Immediately o]l cyes tumed o the
cmbors protépé pnd someone said, “Paul you
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“New Emissaries
A oumber of couples hoave joined the ever-
grocwing tomks of rthe soldiers of the
Lubwatcher Rebhe ns emissanes {shfuchim}
throughout the world. Rabbi Cheski and
Chavale Edelman heve moved fo Olvropia,
Washington, o ctart o Chalmd Howse bl wall
servc smdents at Evergreen Stae College and
Iews throuphout Thurston County. Rabbi
Shlaoa and Minam Landa have moved to
Fairficld, Contecticul, where they ame
establishing & mow Chabad Center. Rabhi
Sholom Decarah Leeell arrived 'I.'I:W!I'Ill}' in
Tt Lo, Onlario, Lo start ©Choahad of Danforth-
Braches to serve the Jewich commumnity of
Toromto Eost, Don and Rebeksh Braham arc
mwing to Chabed West Cosst brestlitaking
campe in Running Speings, Calilornia,
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krnar all of his funes, you should record them. ™
O thut iy, in @ shul in Mew York. a pledpe was
made and the camtor's exceplional student
committed o recording his leacher’s minst
trensured  poysession, his wast repertoive of
melodics.

Upon his retwrn to Reno, Paul received a
persumal invitation to atend 8 paRy homoring
local Chabad Rabbi Mendel Cunin. The
invitation cantiomed that it was 0 surprise and
nsked him to keep the event a secrel. Arriving al
the Rabbi's home Paul was surprised to see over
4} memnbers of the congrepation packed into the
Cunin's living reom. When the rabbi walked in
be asked eweryone o join him in the shul, A few
moments later the rabbi looked ar Paol amd
iniforrmed him tht thers really was no surprise

i. In truth, it was a gathering to

Camtor Bovis Fisch, 2 man hone of us had ever
el bt whose effors and commitment hod an
immensurnble  impact on  oor  cwtire

comgregation.

Paul’s friends had coniributed funds, in
Camtor Fisch's name, o spansor the writing of &
Torah portios in the shuls news Torsh scroll,
emsuring everyvone who walked in the door for
generntions 0 come would recognize the
caotor's impect on Chebad of Moriheen Mevada.

After Dr. Rale chese the portion, we all
retired o the Cunnm™s home and listened for
hours a5 Chazzan Kale shared a plethoma of
gtorics of his menlor's glorises life.

As the evenimg came W a close and we
departed for home, | couldn’t help but reflect
back to my youthful dovs ot Morpan's Pond.
thruwing pebhles inte the colm waters, watehing
the rippling waves make teeir way b distamt
shores, We had just spent an cvening honormg a
min, who 20 venrs carlier had throws 2 spictual
pc-bb]t ition thu lifie hf&vuj’}nmgboy. vrne] TR
many years laler the resulling mipples had mnde
thur weay ta the digtane showss of Rano, Mavads,
mspiting and coptiveting the souls of a Tewish
comamanity he'd never met. Wl
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L'CHAIM SUBSCRIFTIONS

Tior 2 one yeer subscniption send 538, poyahile w190 (542
Canada, $32 eleewhere) w0 LICHAIM, 19068 Presidim S,
Bichr, 11213

L 0N THE INTERVET

umTent msies and archeves: waw i skl v.ong
LEABRN ABOUT MOSHIACH

Lall (Y18} 555 -G1HY, of visT wwwiLoshisch com or
wwr. mash i liom




